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NEW WORLDS. NEW HARMSCAPES. NEW FRAMINGS.

Welcome to the third edition of the ESI Highlights where we focus on security in ‘spaces of ﬂows’
– particularly ports. Ports are interesting spaces, not least because they are the sites in which all
three ‘new worlds’ intersect – the new planet, the new digital world, and the new human.

Ports, particularly maritime ports, are at the coalface of the Anthropocene – the eﬀects of human
inﬂuence on the climate has a direct inﬂuence on these ports. Think rising sea levels, adverse
changes in weather patterns – storms, ﬂoods, winds. Given these shifting harmscapes –
unavoidable and sometimes unpredictable – ports are changing gears as they move from
established ideas of security and risk management to resilience.

Ports are also spaces of plurality in many ways – they are both local and transnational, physical
and digital, and they represent what Manuel Castell calls ‘spaces of ﬂow’ and ‘spaces of place’.
Both as sites of place and ﬂow, and sites of trade, they are constantly embroiled in a contestation
between legal and illegal – the movement of goods, information, and people, as well as the
protection of real-life and cyber boundaries. They have strategic and geo-political importance, and
they are often the focus of critical infrastructure protection measures.

Ports are the sites of partnerships, collaboration, and networks. They represent the future of
security governance in that they often involve a mix of discrete state and non-state entities in
hybrid, polycentric, whole-of-society assemblages of co-operation. They may challenge traditional
notions of ‘security’ and may be the sites of innovation – both in security governance and in
regulation.

Ports are a lens by which we can explore a number of new (and old) developments in the world.
They represent a microcosm of the governance opportunities and challenges we face in the 21st
Century. Ports are the sites by which evolving harmscapes and evolving securities play out. They
are the litmus test of humanity’s resilience. Ports – as with other sites of critical infrastructure –
need to be resilient and adaptable as they identify and face new global harmscapes. As the
Roman philosopher Seneca once said that if one does not know to which port one is sailing, no
wind is favourable.

Ports are also common ground for academics and practitioners alike – and create the opportunity
for conversations to happen, something which we explore in this ESI Highlights.
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NEW ESI MEMBERS
Warmest welcome to Adam White, Anne-Marie Singh, Jackie Drew, Kathy Dua,
Stanny De Vlieger and Tarah Hodgkinson to the network.

ESI@GNE - ESI@BNE 2019

CONFERENCE: ‘Governance of ﬂows:
security provision in ports’
(Financed by Flanders Research Foundation and Grifﬁth University)

The ‘Governing & Policing Security’ (GaPS) research group at Ghent University and ESI members
from the Criminology Institute, Grifﬁth University hosted a two-day event (30 April - 01 May) which
explored the governance of security of ﬂows through the lens of port security. The ESI nodes in
Ghent and Brisbane are collaborating on a ‘port-of-call’ project addressing (inter)national security
networks in the ports of Antwerp & Brisbane, and the conference served as a platform for some of
the project’s developments to be shared with the participants.
While ports are just one node in the ﬂow of people, goods, information and money around the
world; they reﬂect the main issues that security professionals in contemporary critical
infrastructures, are confronted with.
The notions of partnerships and networks were central across the discussions at the two-day
conference, with legal, political and budgetary factors highlighted as determinants in the success
of these relationships. The economic reality of the functionings of a port area inﬂuenced the ideas
of what is acceptable in establishing collaboration, and what kind of efforts for safety and security
overall can be delivered without hampering that reality.
Through key note presentations, discussion groups and roundtable discussions both security
professionals and academics exchanged ideas on the implications of the three new worlds (the
new planet, the new human and the new digital age) for delivering safety and security in a port
environment. The disrupting nature of each of the new worlds on the ﬂows and daily practices in
the port were not equally emphasised – with the threats of climate change less at the core of the
risks deﬁned by security professionals in a port environment. Risks and challenges associated
with technological evolutions were much more obvious for the participants, as technology is
rapidly changing work processes, the essence of safety and security within a port environment
and the efforts and needs of security providers in order to collaborate in this ﬁeld.
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PERSPECTIVES
Kathy Dua on the Techno Human:
We have a new relationship with our technology, also in the
professional ﬁeld. Technology is constantly changing and it
now takes us from an evolution to a transformation of
ourselves: we all have a digital “me”.
Technology is a facilitator, that also makes life easier for us in
the security-transportation sector. The smartphone, as the
24/7 indispensable personal assistant, opens a new path in
safety and security efﬁciency. Each app is a key to another
gate of personal or professional needs. There are apps to
show the way, report security breaches, emergency
notiﬁcations, employer information or it could be your access
badge. But we also have become dependent on it and have
to be careful not to lose the connection with the real
environment.
Technology must support us, not lead us. We have to
maintain human trust networks, human responsibility and
human awareness in unknown situations.
Stanny De Vlieger on The New Digital Age:
Police practitioners are becoming increasingly aware that
technological innovation expands security issues to a global
scale. Being active on the strategic level in the domain of
reducing different phenomena of international organised
crimes makes it clear that non-legal actors, high-end criminal
organisations, are taking full advantage of new technologies.
Public actors are some steps behind their illegal opponents,
whilst thinking too much within the boundaries of what is not
possible due to jurisdictions, the lack of budget or not
running innovation projects towards their working processes.
Only multi-agency approaches of public-private actors, with
insights from the academic world, will be effective in
responding to these new kinds of challenges. In the instance
of climate change, its impacts will be far-reaching, and would
destabilise the provision of public services. One should take
into account that illegal actors are able to shift very fast, they
don’t have to respect any boundary.

PORTS' CONFERENCE QUICK SUMMARY
Standards and codes enable ports to operate as nodes in a global marine network.
In ports, security rests in a triangular foundation. At the top of the triangle are
PARTNERSHIPS, and at the bottom of the triangle are CODES and AUDIT
SYSTEMS to ensure COMPLIANCE.
The Achilles heel of port security, is complacency. Port security breaks down when
the triangle is not strong, and this happens when people become complacent.
For the full summary remarks.
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MEMBERS' PUBLICATIONS
Resilience Policing

Establishing Trust in the Illegal Wildlife Trade

Atypical Maternal Cradling

Digitalisation for Smarter Cities

Mapping for Resilience
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